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(ELBFS (WiB)) REHF AW
(2016 4Fl5E)

RIEA: 12C0071
HILAM: Comparative Tax Systems
RIEMR: FLEFR
ERE: MNEFY. ZNEFT. MEE. $REF5E. FERH- T 54, FEHH-
FridAta] . & EALH - = AT A AL
FERRE: £
= 9 3FH
] B S1RET
RIEHRA: FHA
EHEIA: FHRA. E5h BEF
ZAN: FiK
RLBMIRL: T o 40%+8K 60%
{EF##f: Thuronyi, V., Comparative Tax Law, Kluwer Law International, 2003.
RIZHEA :
This course covers three parts: 1) introduction to the foreign tax systems, including basic theories, tax
burden, tax structure and taxing powers; 2) comparison of the design and administration of major tax
systems in foreign countries, including value added tax, excise tax, corporate income tax, individual

income tax, social security contribution, property tax and so on; 3) analysis of tax reform trend in foreign
countries.
HFBH:

The aims of this course are to enable students to: 1) through learning in class, get familiar with the
design and administration of the main taxes, including value added tax, excise tax, corporate income tax,
individual income tax, social security contribution, property tax, resource and environmental tax, and be
able to compare the similarity and difference between developing and developed countries; 2) through
discussion in class and writing course papers, improve research abilities of undergraduate students,
especially their abilities of comparing tax systems in different countries; and upon reading original English
references, develop the abilities of reading academic literature, especially their abilities of obtaining the
latest academic information.

BFERH*:
The three parts of the course will mainly take use of multimedia to give lessons, combining case
teaching to explain key knowledge points, with assistance of class discussions and assignments evaluation.
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BEHFERREFER
Chapter 1 An Overview of Foreign Tax Systems
RAETSE: 6 RAT
HFEK:
Get familiar with the related theories of foreign tax systems, including tax targets, tax components,
types of taxes, principle of tax design and tax evasion. Get to know the general characteristics of tax burden,

tax structure and taxing powers of foreign countries. Give advice to improve China’s tax structure and
taxing powers.

HFRA:
1.1 Review Foreign Tax Theories
1.1.1 What Is a Tax?
1.1.2 Distinction between Taxes and Fees.
1.1.3 Categories and Types of Taxes.
1.1.4 Tax Mix.
1.2 Status Quo of Tax System in Foreign Countries
1.2.1 Tax Burden.
1.2.2 Tax Structure.
1.2.3 Taxing Powers.
Questions:
1. What are the differences between taxes and fees?
2. What categories can taxes be divided?
3.The advantages and disadvantages of single tax system and compound tax system.
Chapter 2 Value Added Tax in Foreign Countries
BT SE: 6 RAT
HFEX:
Get to know the value added tax in foreign countries. Learn from their successful experiences and
practice. Give advice to improve China’s value added tax system.

BFEAR:

2.1 Overview
2.1.1 Emergence and Development.
2.1.2 Types.

2.2 Taxpayer
2.2.1 Developed Countries.
2.2.2 Developing Countries.

2.3 Scope of Taxation

2.3.1 Developed Countries.
2.3.2 Developing Countries.

2.4 Tax rate
2.4.1 Developed Countries.
2.4.2 Developing Countries.

2.5 Tax Administration
2.5.1 Developed Countries.
2.5.2 Developing Countries.
2.6 Special Issues

2.6.1 Developed Countries.
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2.6.2 Developing Countries.
Questions:

1. Types of value-added tax and their advantages and disadvantages.

2. How to do with small business owners concerning with VAT payers?

3. How to determine tax responsibility of VAT farmer-taxpayers around the world?

4. What are the differences between exemptions and zero-rate?

Chapter 3 Excise Tax in Foreign Countries

RET O E: 3 RAT
HFEK:

Get to know the general definition of excise tax, the tax design and inner motivation of excise tax in
foreign countries, discuss the idea of improving China’s excise tax system.

BFEAR:
3.1 Traditional Excise tax
3.1.1 Introduction.
3.1.2 Taxpayer.
3.1.3 Scope of Tax.
3.1.4 Tax Base and Tax calculation.
3.2 Environmental Tax
3.2.1 Tax Principle.
3.2.2 Types and Design.
Questions:

1. How to understand the concept of excise tax? What are the characteristics? Analyze functions of
different types of excise tax.

2. Whether is there any difference when imposing excise tax or environmental tax among different
levels of economic development of the countries?

Chapter 4 Individual Income Tax in Foreign Countries
RETSTEC: 9 IRAT
BFEK:
Get to know the role and effect of the IIT in foreign countries, and get familiar with the general

characters of taxpayer, object of tax, tax deduction, tax rate and tax administration of the IIT in developed
countries. Give advice to improve China’s IIT tax system.

HFRA:

4.1 Overview
4.1.1 Emergence and Development.
4.1.2 Type of Tax System.

4.2 Taxpayer
4.2.1 Developed Countries.
4.2.2 Developing Countries.

4.3 Scope of Taxation

4.3.1 Developed Countries.
4.3.2 Developing Countries.

4.4 Tax rate
4.4.1 Developed Countries.
4.4.2 Developing Countries.

4.5 Tax Administration
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4.5.1 Developed Countries.
4.5.2 Developing Countries.
4.6 Special Issues

4.6.1 Developed Countries.

4.6.2 Developing Countries.
Questions:

1. Taxation Modes of IIT and their advantages and disadvantages.

2. How to define tax base of IIT? What should be considered?

3. What is the difference among the countries when administrating I1T?

Chapter 5 Corporate Income Tax in Foreign Countries

RAETSE: 6 PRAT
HFEK:

Review of the tax theory of corporate income tax, get to know its effect of regulating the economy and

society in foreign countries, get familiar with the general characters of the CIT in foreign countries, and
give advice to improve China’s CIT tax system.

BFEAR:
5.1 Overview
5.1.1 Emergence and Development.
5.1.2 Type of Tax System.
5.2 Taxpayer
5.2.1 Developed Countries.
5.2.2 Developing Countries.
5.3 Scope of Taxation
5.3.1 Developed Countries.
5.3.2 Developing Countries.
5.4 Tax rate
5.4.1 Developed Countries.
5.4.2 Developing Countries.
5.5 Tax Administration
5.5.1 Developed Countries.
5.5.2 Developing Countries.
5.6 Special Issues
5.6.1 Developed Countries.
5.6.2 Developing Countries.
Questions:
1. The theoretical rationale why corporate income tax can exist independently.
2. How to classify corporate income tax based on the relationship between CIT and IIT?
3. What are the differences to determine tax base of corporate income among countries?
4. How to define tax incentives of CIT among countries? What are the characteristics?
Chapter 6 Social Security Contribution in Foreign Countries
RS E: 33RA
HFEX:
Review the tax theories of social security contribution and its relationship between social security

contribution and the social security system, get to know the types of social security contribution in foreign
countries, get familiar with the general characters of the social security contribution in foreign countries,
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and give advice to improve China’s social security contribution system.
BFEAR:
6.1 Overview
6.1.1 Emergence and Development.
6.1.2 Type of Tax System.
6.2 Taxpayer
6.2.1 Developed Countries.
6.2.2 Developing Countries.
6.3 Scope of Taxation
6.3.1 Developed Countries.
6.3.2 Developing Countries.
6.4 Tax rate
6.4.1 Developed Countries.
6.4.2 Developing Countries.
6.5 Tax Administration
6.5.1 Developed Countries.
6.5.2 Developing Countries.
6.6 Special Issues
6.6.1 Developed Countries.
6.6.2 Developing Countries.
Questions:
1. Compared with other types of taxes, what are the characteristics of social security contributions?
2. What are common around the world in the design of social security tax?

3. From a practical point of view, what are the characteristics of social security system in the foreign
countries?

Chapter 7 Property Tax in Foreign Countries
RBATSE: 63RAT
HFEK:
Review the general tax theory of property tax, including its tax base, types of tax, character and so on.
Get to know the main kinds of general property tax and special property tax, and death duties and gift tax.

Give advice to improve China’s property tax system, especially house property tax, death duties and gift
tax.

BFEAR:

7.1 Overview
7.1.1 Emergence and Development.
7.1.2 Type of Tax System.

7.2 Taxpayer
7.2.1 Developed Countries.
7.2.2 Developing Countries.

7.3 Scope of Taxation

7.3.1 Developed Countries.
7.3.2 Developing Countries.

7.4 Tax rate
7.4.1 Developed Countries.
7.4.2 Developing Countries.
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7.5 Tax Administration
7.5.1 Developed Countries.
7.5.2 Developing Countries.
7.6 Special Issues
7.6.1 Developed Countries.
7.6.2 Developing Countries.
Questions:
1. How to classify property tax and how to determine tax base of property tax?
2. What are the characteristics of the general property tax?
3. In practice, what types of property tax have been imposed?
4. What is the theoretical basis for the death tax?
Chapter 8 Tax Administration and Procedure in Foreign Countries
BT E: 63RAT
HFEX:
Review the development of tax sharing system, tax collection and management and tax legal system

management in foreign countries. Get to know the advantages and disadvantages of different systems. Be
clear about the future orientation of China’s tax administration.

HFERA:
8.1 Tax Sharing System
8.1.1 Tax Sharing System in Developed countries.
8.1.2 Tax Sharing System in Developing countries.
8.2 Tax Collection and Management
8.2.1 Tax Services.
8.2.2 Tax Collecting System.
8.2.3 Organization of Tax Administration.
8.2.4 Tax Informatization.
8.3 Tax Legal System Management
8.3.1 Tax Legislation Management.
8.3.2 Tax Administrative Reconsideration and Tax Litigation.
8.3.3 Tax Illegal Disposal.
Questions:

1. What is the theoretical basis of the implementation of the tax sharing system? Describe several
types of world tax system and their characteristics.

2. Illustrate tax legislative procedures around the world.
3. How to deal with tax illegal affairs?
Chapter 9 Reform Tendency of Tax System
RAETSE: 6 RAT
HFEK:
Review the development of tax structure, income tax, excise tax and tax administration since the
Second World War. Get to know the worldwide trend of tax reform, which is “Simple Tax System, Wide

Tax Base, Low Tax Rate and Rigid Tax Administration”. Be clear about the future orientation of China’s
tax reform.

BFEAR:
9.1 Variation Tendency of Tax Reform in Developed Countries
9.1.1 Goods and Service Tax (GST) .

74



9.1.2 Individual Income Tax (IIT) .
9.1.3 Corporate Income Tax (CIT) .
9.1.4 Excise Tax (ET) .

9.1.5 Tax Administration

9.2 Variation Tendency of Tax Reform in Developing Countries

9.2.1 Goods and Service Tax (GST) .
9.2.2 Individual Income Tax (IIT) .
9.2.3 Corporate Income Tax (CIT) .
9.2.4 Excise Tax (ET) .

9.2.5 Tax Administration

Questions:

1. What are the characteristics of tax reform in developed countries, developing countries and
transition countries?

2. What are the criteria to evaluate whether a country's tax reform is successful?
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1.1 Market Failure and the Role of Government

1.2 How Might the Government Intervene

1.3 Limitations of Government
Discussion Questions:

1. What is market failure?

2. What should the government do and what not to do in a market economy?

3. What do you think about the role that the present Chinese government plays?

Chapter 2 Public Goods
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2.1 What is a Public Good

2.2 Public vs. Private Goods

2.3 Free-Rider Problem

2.4 Collective Goods
Discussion Questions:

1. What are the differences between public goods and private goods?

2. How to make the supply of public goods efficient and equitable in China?

Chapter 3 Public Expenditure
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HFEK:
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BFEAR:

3.1 Public Expenditure Categories

3.2 Why Public Education

3.3 International Experience in Public Service Provision and Reform

Ao

Discussion Questions:
1. What are the differences between exhaustive expenditures and transfer payments (expenditures)?
2. How to evaluate the efficiency of public expenditures?
3. What are the main trends of public service delivery in OECD countries?
Chapter 4 Social Security
BE o E: 2 PRI
HFEK:
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HFRA:

4.1 Social Security

4.2 National Insurance in the UK

4.3 Social Security in the US
Discussion Questions:

1. Why is the social security system indispensable in a market economy?

2. What are the common characteristics of the social security systems among developed countries?

3. Why are social security contributions usually regressive?

4. How to reform the social security system in China?

Chapter 5 Introduction to Taxation
RETOE: 4
HFEK:
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HFRA:

5.1 What Is a Tax

5.2 The Forms of Taxation

5.3 Tax Base

5.4 Tax Rate Structure

5.5 Effective versus Statutory Rates

5.6 Tax Principles
Discussion Questions:

1. Evaluate the principles of taxation proposed by Adam Smith.

2. Compare the tax structures between developed and developing countries. What are their respective
advantages and disadvantages according to the theory of optimal taxation?

Chapter 6 Taxes on Consumption
RETOE: 4
HFEK:

WA SR 2], DR TRBIN (e 5575580 A3 BT S RO &
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HFEAR:

6.1 Sales Tax

6.2 Effect on Consumers

6.3 Value-Added Tax (VAT)

6.4 Comparison with a Sales Tax

6.5 Criticisms

6.6 The Burden of Sales and Excise Taxes
Discussion Questions:

1. What are the common characteristics of VAT systems in Europe?

2. Evaluate China’s VAT system from the point of view of efficiency and equity, and discuss its reform
trend.
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3. Why is the proportion of taxes on consumption to GDP in developing countries higher than that in
developed countries?

Chapter 7 Personal Income Tax

RETOE: 4
HFEK:
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HFRA:

7.1 Introduction to Personal Income Tax

7.2 Basic Structure

7.3 Exemptions and Deductions

7.4 Rate Structure

7.5 A Brief Guide to the Flat Tax
Discussion Questions:

1. Discuss the trends of personal income tax reform worldwide since 1980s.

2. What are the differences among comprehensive, dual and flat income tax?

3. Evaluate the current personal income tax system in China and propose its reform direction in the
context of globalization.

4.Summarize the main methods to improve personal income tax compliance in developed countries
especially in USA.

Chapter 8 Corporation Tax

RETOE: 4
HFEK:
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BFEAR:

8.1 Why Tax Corporations?

8.2 Rationale for Corporation Taxation

8.3 Economic Effects

8.4 Policy Issues

8.5 Corporation Tax Reform Proposals
Discussion Questions:

1.Discuss the rationale for corporation taxation and its economic effects.

2.How can double taxation on dividend be avoided?

3.Discuss the trends of corporate income tax reform worldwide since 1980s.

4.Discuss the trends of China’s enterprise income tax reform.

Chapter 9 Public Debt

BT E: 2
HFEK:
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BFEAR:

9.1 An Introduction to Public Debt

9.2 Risk of Internal and External Bonds

9.3 Clearing and Defaults

9.4 Structure and Scale
Discussion Questions:

1. Is it true that “Today’s public debt is tomorrow’s tax liability”?

2. How can the reasonable scale of public debt be determined?

Chapter 10 Fiscal Policy
RETSES: 4 R
HFEK:

WA SN 2], HE— 0 RAZEI BUBUR A WA . AHRFI TR, SR 1) i P R I IUBOR FY
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HFERR:

10.1 Definitions and Basics

10.2 Tools and Types of Fiscal Policy

10.3 Economic Effects of Fiscal Policy
Discussion Questions:

1. Why are different fiscal policies needed in different stages of economic development?

2. What are neutral, expansionary and contractionary fiscal policies? When are they needed
respectively?

3. What tools of fiscal policy can be employed by the government?
4. Analyze the fiscal policy adopted worldwide during the period of financial crisis in 2008.
Chapter 11 Fiscal Federalism
BE S E: 4 PRI
HFEK:
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HFRA:

11.1 National Public Goods versus Local Public Goods

11.2The Tiebout Model

11.3 Multiple Government

11.4 Intergovernmental Fiscal Relations
Discussion Questions:

1. What are the differences between political federalism and fiscal federalism?

2. What is the Tiebout Model?

3. Analyze the responsibilities of the government at different levels in China and propose the reform
trend of China’s intergovernmental fiscal relations.
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